published by Horak, Camicas & Keirans (2002) in their world list of valid tick names.
This was done after molecular and morphological studies by Murrell, Campbell & Barker (2000) and Beati & Keirans (2001) had indicated that the genus Rhipicephalus was paraphyletic in respect of the genus Boophilus. Murrell & Barker (2003) later confirmed these name changes. The yellow dog tick of South Africa, previously lumped with Haemaphysalis leachi of North and East Africa, has been reinstated as Haemaphysalis elliptica, an old taxon originally described from the Cape of Good Hope by Koch in 1844 (Apanaskevich, Horak & Camicas 2007) . While the bont-legged ticks, to which sub-specific status within the Hyalomma marginatum species group had previously been assigned, have all been raised to specific status (Apanaskevich & Horak 2008a) . Furthermore the tick previously known as Hyalomma marginatum turanicum in South Africa has been reinstated as Hyalomma glabrum, the only Hyalomma with a strictly southern hemisphere, and with that a strictly South African distribution (Apanaskevich & Horak 2006 Apanaskevich et al. 2007) . A fourth member of this group, Hyalomma rufipes, is the principal vector in South Africa of the virus causing Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic fever in humans (Horak, Swanepoel & Gummow 2002) . The name changes are thus not only of academic importance, but of scientific concern as they are oft used in the literature concerning the diseases that they transmit and in which the correct use of taxonomic epithets is essential. Walker et al. (1988; Pegram et al. (1987a) ; * Not listed in references ** Listed in references
